AXMINSTER TOWN COUNCIL
To: Clirs. Farrow (JF) (Chair), Price (JP) (Vice-Chair), Ashkettle (JA), Bridge (PB),
Dowdeswell (MD), Dunsbury (RD), Hayward (AH), Hurren (WH), Leat (SL), Osborn (RO),
Paice (EP), Walden (JW), Warwick (TW) and Willey (DW).
The Guildhall, Axminster, Devon
Dear Councillor, 1t December 2025
You are hereby summoned to attend an ORDINARY Meeting of the FULL Town Council

which will take place on Monday, 8" December 2025 at 7.00pm at the Guildhall, West
Street, Axminster.

This meeting will be recorded, and recordings will be held for one year by the Town Council. If
members of the public make a representation to the meeting, they will be deemed to have
consented to being audio recorded. If you wish to speak, please raise your hand and wait to
be invited to speak by the Chair. Voting will normally take place by show of hands and the
Chair will indicate the votes have been noted.

Members and the public are reminded that remarks and representations must be
addressed through the Chair of the meeting.

Members are reminded:

a) Oftheir obligation to declare the existence and nature of any personal interests
they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting and to withdraw if

it is a pecuniary one.

a) That, in reaching decisions, they should take into consideration the Town Council’s
decision to reduce its carbon footprint in the light of the climate/environment emergency.
b) To ensure that their discussions include full consideration of the points set out in

the Town Council’s Risk Assessment Management policy.

The Chair to highlight fire exits and Guildhall fire precautions for those present.

Chair/Vice-Chair Opening Announcements, followed by:

Open Public Forum session (limited to 15 minutes or as otherwise agreed by Chair
presiding).

FC25/339
To note those members present:

FC25/340

To note and, if thought fit, to approve apologies for absence (and reasons thereof):
(LGA 1972 5.85 (1))
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FC25/341
To note the members of Council who are neither present nor whose absence has
been approved (as above); to receive any other apologies for absence:

FC25/342

To receive any declarations of interest from members of the committee in relation

to items of business on this agenda and to note any dispensations previously afforded:
This does not preclude the need for members to declare any additional interests that may arise
during the meeting.

FC25/343

To consider and, if thought fit, to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of
the FULL Council held on Monday 17th November 2025 as previously circulated
to members and published online:

FC25/344
To consider any matters arising from the minutes of that meeting.

FC25/345

To consider and review the draft minutes of the following meetings of committees
of the Town Council as listed below (as previously circulated to members and
published online):

i) Employment Committee — 24" November 2025
ii) Strategy & Finance Committee — 15t December 2025

FC25/346
To note any specific recommendations arising from those committee meetings and
to consider whether the Council wishes to approve their adoption.

FC25/347

To consider any additional matters listed on this agenda that Councillors consider
should be dealt with as confidential business as per the provisions of The Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. [See FC25/372 to 374(IC) inclusive]

FC25/348

Update: To note that a casual vacancy still exists following for the role of Axminster
Town Councillor (Town ward);

Clerk to outline the casual vacancy protocol and co-option procedure.

a) To consider any nominations received for co-option (received after publication date)

FC25/349
To consider Town Council Committee Places, allocations on panels, forums and outside bodies.

FC25/350
To note the closure of the Town Council offices from Monday 22" December to January 2™ for
Christmas Leave
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FC25/351
To consider Council’s financial reports and payments:

a) To consider and, if thought fit, to approve and ratify payments for November 2025.

b) To consider and, if thought fit, to approve the Bank Reconciliation for November 2025,
this document to be counter-signed by a member of Council in conjunction with the
associated bank statements.

c) To receive, and note, Responsible Financial Officer’s report and financial pack for November
2025 in the approved format (also published online) incorporating the current Q3 summary
budget monitor, annual payment/receipt summary, VAT position etc.

d) Questions to the RFO on these accounts / financial reports from members of the Town
Council.

FC25/352
To consider matters pertaining to the budget and precept setting process for FY2026-27;
RFO to present the current draft budget as per recent Strategy & Finance Committee deliberations.

FC25/353
To note a further meeting of the Strategy & Finance Committee on Monday 5" January 2026.

FC25/354

To note the date of the FULL Council meeting on Monday 12" January 2026 at which the final
decision on Council’s FY2026-27 budget and precept will be necessary in order to accord
with the deadline of the billing authority, East Devon District Council.

FC25/355
Planning matters:

a) To consider any planning applications received prior to the agenda publication and
currently awaiting consideration (and decision):

Hyperlinks to EDDC website can be found using the blue highlighted applications references.

i) 25/2355/FUL — Challenge, Green Lane, Axminster, EX13 5TD

Retrospective change of use of land to garden (extension of residential curtilage) to facilitate
stationing of mobile home for use as accommodation ancillary to the main dwelling)

b) To ratify planning decisions made by way of delegated authority afforded to Chair of
Planning Committee, Clir. Leat, and the Council’s Proper Officer in consultation with the
members of the Council’s Committee.

None to be considered.

c) To consider any tree related planning applications received prior to the agenda publication
and currently awaiting consideration (and decision):

None advised.
d) To consider planning applications submitted under Certificates of Lawfulness:

None advised.
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e) To consider planning applications received after the agenda publication and

currently awaiting consideration (and decision) — published on a supplementary

agenda (if applicable):  To be advised.

f) To consider any Planning Correspondence received.

None received since last meeting.

d) To receive updates on any planning enforcement matters advised to the Town Council.

To note schedule of properties identified as being of concern to the Town Council in relation to their
appearance and adverse effect on the town’s street-scene and/or potentially affecting public safety.

Council business to be considered:

FC25/356
To receive a report on matters pertaining to the Axminster Chamber of Commerce;
MD/AH to provide a report for members as Council’s nominated representative.

FC25/357

To receive a report on matters pertaining to Plastic Free Axminster.
(APFA);

RO to provide a report for members as Town Council’s representative on PFA.

FC25/358
To receive an update report from Clerk on matters pertaining to Devon Devolution and Local
Government Reorganisation.

FC25/359
To receive a report on the current status of the Axminster Carnival Committee;
MD to present a report following the committee meeting held on Monday 15t December 2025.

FC25/360

To consider whether this Town Council wishes to put forward and propose a Council
representative to the Light Up Axminster organisation (in light of recent financial support
offered and accepted).

FC25/361
To receive a report on the outcome of the recent Jubilee Field “Dog Free Zone” consultation
exercise and to decide what action to be taken as a consequence of that consultation result.

FC25/362
To consider the date for the forthcoming Councillor/Employee joint training session in
January 2026.

FC25/363
To note correspondence received from Devon and Cornwall Police (OPCC) regarding anti-

social behaviour and their plan to address this matter (which was raised recently by the
Axminster Chamber of Commerce).
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Local Authority Consultations:

FC25/364
To consider whether the Town Council wishes to make a formal corporate submission to the
EDDC Local Plan Regulation 19 [2" Stage] Consultation which closes on 26" January 2026.

FC25/365
To consider whether the Town Council wishes to make a formal corporate submission to
the EDDC Heritage Strategy (2024-42) Consultation which closes on 26" January 2026.

FC25/366
To consider whether the Town Council wishes to make a formal corporate submission to
the EDDC Street Trading Policy Consultation which closes on 4" February 2026.

FC25/367
To consider whether the Town Council wishes to make a formal corporate submission to
the DCC Devon Bus Strategy Consultation (survey) which closes on 7" January 2026.

FC25/368
To consider whether the Town Council wishes to make a formal corporate submission to
the DCC / Libraries Unlimited Consultation which closes on 22" February 2026.

FC25/369
To receive an update from the RFO pertaining to ongoing sale of The Old Courthouse
buildings in Church Street.

FC25/370
To consider any matters considered as urgent by the Presiding Chair or Proper Officer
for notation only.

FC25/371

Recommendation: that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the

following items of business under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act

1972 on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information

as defined in Paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the Act namely, the financial affairs

or business affairs or employment affairs of the Town Council by virtue of the fact
that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest
in disclosing the information.

Other Council Business to be considered (Part TWO — Confidential)

FC25/372 (IC)

To consider matters pertaining to The Old Courthouse and correspondence
received.

This matter is considered commercially sensitive and confidential due to the subject to
be discussed.
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FC25/373 (IC)

To consider matters pertaining to The Town Cemetery buildings and associated
plant, equipment and materials.

This matter is considered commercially sensitive and confidential due to the subject to
be discussed.

FC25/374 (IC)

To consider nominations for the Robin Cross “Citizen of the Year” Award 2026
and to vote upon the person considered most eligible to receive the award.
This matter is considered confidential due to the subject matter to be discussed.

With no further business to be considered, the presiding Chair of the Council will close
the meeting.

Pad Haywowrd/

Town Clerk
1st December 2025

Under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, members of the
public are now allowed to take photographs, film and audio record the proceedings and
report on all public meetings.

No prior notification is needed but is would be helpful if you could let the Chair, or Clerk, know
that you plan to film or record so that the necessary arrangements can be made to provide
reasonable facilities for you to report on meetings.

This permission does not extend to parts of meetings which are not open to the public.
You should take all recording and photography equipment with you if a public meeting
moves into a session which is not open to the public.
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